
Greetings fellow citizens of North Mason: 
  
These days there has been quite a bit more controversy over school board “politics” all across the 
country than we have seen in a long while. I don’t wish to pontificate on any of it in this letter to the 
community, instead I want to focus on some positive things going on in our own North Mason School 
District--especially as it relates to our students directly. 
  
We’ve all heard of some of the problematic things happening in our schools that cross the lines of safety 
and security and even just simple behavior problems. Here at North Mason we have had our share of 
some of these problems, and one thing we have done to try to keep things calmer and safer is to hire 
two security guards directly to the District at the High School and the Middle School. The presence of 
these security officers now on our staff, as opposed to being rented from a service or from the sheriff’s 
office is that the two security officers can relate more directly and more freely with our students—by 
not having to immediately classify a behavior as criminal or illegal. The security officers can troubleshoot 
more effectively when they have more leeway to understand a situation rather than react first in a legal 
manner. This leads to better problem-solving. 
  
Another surprising and very positive solution to a problematic situation is how the students at North 
Mason High School responded to a serious and large trashing and graffiti vandalism of several of the 
bathrooms in the High School building. Black paint splashed over walls, offensive graffiti written on stall 
doors and walls, and other similar trashing of the bathrooms necessitated closing them for cleaning and 
restoration. Then, students in Mrs. Lucas’ Art classes came up with a unique solution to discouraging 
future such vandalizing—they would paint murals, pictures, scenes and other artwork onto the stall 
doors and walls of the bathrooms to both brighten these bathrooms with artwork as well as discourage 
further graffiti because defacing the artwork would be disrespecting fellow students’ artwork, and most 
of our kids will not want to do that. I give great credit to the Art student who brought this idea to the 
school and spread it to other Art students so that they decided to collaborate to beautify the 
bathrooms. 
  
Indeed, I personally visited a couple of these bathrooms and can attest to the striking and beautiful 
artwork that has been done so far. I also got to watch for a very short time as one student, Averie 
DuPont, painted an underwater scene on one stall wall. I briefly met and talked with Alejandra Geiser 
who is also creating some of the new artwork, along with Skye Gaither, Aubrey Trammell and others. My 
hat is off to these talented students for their work and their willingness to step up for their school. 
  
I had a chance also to speak with Art teacher Mrs. Lucas, Vice Principal Mr. Hackett and NM Facilities 
Director Mrs. Moore about this artwork instead of graffiti and trashing project, and came away even 
more impressed with the project. All three remarked how pleased and proud they were of our students 
doing this work. Mrs. Moore said she is “very proud that the kids have taken ownership of their 
restrooms and made beautiful artwork. They’ve done a great job. I have bragged to other school 
districts how our students came up with a solution.” 
  
One further positive development taking place at the district is the coordination of the North Mason 
Scholarship Foundation and the Kiwanis Club of North Mason to partner together to improve ways of 
finding students who are not necessarily going to college after High School, in order to financially help 
support them as they move into the next phase of their lives. Former NM teacher Gordon Monten 
donated some money to Kiwanis to give to such students, and a few students have been awarded funds 
the last few years from Kiwanis to help them get established in their careers—now with both non-profit 



organizations collaborating, more such students will be able to get support after High School, not just 
traditional scholarship recipients. Kudos to these two groups for this! 
  
I try to stay positive about the things our students do, and mostly I am rewarded when I make a point to 
find out what the kids are up to. It is unfortunate that we usually only hear about the bad things kids 
do…because it is still true that the vast majority of our kids are good kids doing good things. Let’s keep 
trying to help our kids that need help, but also remember to celebrate the good things the kids are doing 
as well. 
   
--Art Wightman 
Director District 1 
North Mason School District 
  
 


